Course of the endogenous developmental phase of selected Eimeria species in pheasants.
The localization and duration of developmental stages of Eimeria colchici and Eimeria duodenalis were studied histologically. The prepatent period of the most pathogenic species from the caeca of pheasants--Eimeria colchici--was 6 days. The patent period began on the 7th day and finished on the 11th day post-infection with the maximum production of oocysts on days 8-9. In the case of Eimeria duodenalis the prepatent period was shorter--4 days, and the duration of the patent period was 3-4 days without a significant increase in oocyst production.